SECTION .0400 ‑ TRANSFER STATIONS 
15A NCAC 13B .0401
purpose and applicability

(a)  Owners or operators of transfer stations shall comply with applicable federal, State, and local laws, rules, regulations, and ordinances, and shall comply with the rules of this Section as follows:

(1)
Transfer stations that did not receive a permit to operate from the Division prior to the readopted effective date of this Rule shall comply with the rules of this Section.

(2)
Transfer stations that received a permit to operate from the Division prior to the readopted effective date of this Rule shall comply with the rules of this Section with the following exceptions:

(A)
buildings, structures, and waste handling areas constructed prior to the readopted effective date of this Rule shall not be required to comply with Rule .0403(a), (b)(1), or (b)(2) of this Section for the permitted operational boundary of the transfer station existing on the readopted effective date of this Rule, or any replacements or modifications within that existing permitted operational boundary; and

(B)
if a building, structure, or waste handling area was constructed prior to the readopted effective date of this Rule, and is expanded beyond the existing permitted operational boundary of the transfer station after the readopted effective date of this Rule, the permitted operational boundary that was existing on the readopted effective date of this Rule shall not be required to comply with Rule .0403(a), (b)(1), or (b)(2) of this Section, but the expansion areas shall comply with these requirements.

Transfer station buildings, structures, and waste handling areas that are exempt from the requirements of Rule .0403(a), (b)(1), and (b)(2) of this Section by this Subparagraph shall continue to comply with the comparable siting, buffer, and construction requirements stated in their permit issued prior to the readopted effective date of this Rule.

(b)  Transition period: Transfer stations that have an effective permit issued by the Division prior to the readopted effective date of this Rule shall submit to the Division an assessment report demonstrating compliance with the following conditions and the rules of this Section by no later than six months from the readopted effective date of this Rule:

(1)
The assessment report shall include an assessment of the status of the building, access roads, parking, and leachate collection system of the current operations compared to the design of the site as stated in the site permit, the plans incorporated into the permit by Rule .0404(d) of this Section, and the rules of this Section. If required by G.S. 89C or G.S. 89E and not under the purview of another licensed profession, the assessment report or parts thereof shall be prepared by a licensed professional engineer or a licensed geologist.

(2)
The assessment report shall contain recommendations for any actions necessary to comply with the rules of this Section. The Division shall notify the owner or operator of the site in writing within 12 months of receipt of the report of any changes required to comply with the rules of this Section. 

(3)
The site shall complete the actions required to comply with the rules of this Section within three years of receipt of the Division's notification of the required changes. The site may submit a request to extend this deadline to the Division in writing. The request shall include the reasons for the request and the anticipated date that the work will be completed. The Division shall approve an extension of the deadline in writing if the Division determines that the scope of work needed to comply with the rules of this Section cannot be completed in three years.

(c)  Unless otherwise prohibited from accepting waste by local ordinance, transfer stations are not subject to service area restrictions if the receiving disposal site permit includes the origin of waste as identified by franchise or local government approval.

(d)  Wastes entering the State via a transfer station are out-of-state waste to the point of disposal, regardless of any further processing, recycling, or other reduction activity.

(e)  The transportation of regulated medical waste shall not be subject to the rules of this Section, but shall comply with Section .1200 of this Subchapter. Transfer stations that receive or transport solid waste by rail, roadway, or water shall be subject to the rules of this Section.

History Note:
Authority G.S. 130A‑294;

Eff. April 1, 1982;

Amended Eff. February 1, 1991;

Readopted Eff. January 1, 2021.
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